Protect and Serve is Dead
Samantha Campos (‘21)
Do you remember what you were doing on May 25th? For the friends, family
members, and loved ones of George Floyd, it’s the day that someone they loved was murdered by
Minneapolis police officer Derek Michael Chauvin. A store clerk had called the police on Mr.
Floyd, suspecting that he had paid for his pack of cigarettes using a counterfeit $20 bill. Within
minutes, officer Chauvin had George Floyd facedown on the street, with his knee on his neck.
For nearly 9 minutes, Chauvin did not remove his knee, and he, along with the 3 other officers at
the scene, ignored the continued cries of George Floyd telling Chauvin that he couldn’t breathe.
The “knee-neck” tactic is discouraged in the police force, and many law enforcement agencies and
departments do not even allow their officers to use it. Therefore, for 9 minutes, officer Chauvin
was wrongfully detaining George Floyd and was abusing his power as a police officer to do so.
Unfortunately, this is not the first time cops have been documented to have used their power
to murder innocent Black people.
Michael Brown. Emmett Till. Eric Garner. Breonna Taylor. Philando Castile. Tamir Rice.
These are just some of the names of innocent Black people who had their lives unjustly taken
away at the hands of the police. Unfortunately, according to Mapping Police Violence, in 2019
alone, at least 259 Black unarmed citizens died as a result of police violence.
However, in order to understand
police brutality, it’s imperative to understand
the criminal justice system. For decades, the
criminal justice system has used the idea of
mass incarceration in order to imprison black
males at astounding rates. After watching
13th, a documentary that explains the racist
ideals that contributed to the creation of the
American prison system, I was able to learn
that 1 out of every 3 black men will be
imprisoned in their lifetime, while the rate for
white men is 1 out of 17. For example, in
2016, while black and white people were using
and selling drugs at the same rate, black people
were 6.5 times more likely to be incarcerated at the state level than their white counterparts.
With the given information, it’s no doubt that the criminal “justice” system disproportionately
affects black people.
Police brutality is just one of the many consequences of the criminal justice system.
Police officers are taught to be complicit in a system that targets black people and depicts them
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as violent criminals, and therefore, treat them as such. Officers are quick to assume black people
are much more violent than they truly are. For example, out of the 259 black citizens that were
killed last year as a result of police brutality, 202 were “allegedly armed”. Despite police
brutality disproportionately affecting black people, police brutality is an issue that needs to be
thoroughly addressed. According to Mapping Police Violence, there were only 27 days in 2019
where police did not kill someone, and of all of the officers that were involved in those crimes,
99% were not held accountable or charged with a crime.
It’s hard to have faith in a criminal “justice” system when
it is clearly unjust. Police officers need to be held
accountable for their actions, and changes need to be made,
wherein they are better able to de-escalate situations and
act with more rationality and reason.

If defunding the police is necessary to create change, then so be it.

How #BLM Began
Georgia Butler (‘21)
On February 26th, 2012, Trayvon Martin was shot and
killed by George Zimmerman, a member of the neighborhood's
watch group who was on duty the night Martin was killed. The
events that are currently happening in America mirror those
that happened after the murder of Trayvon Martin. Zimmerman
was charged with murder in early 2012 but was then acquitted
later that year. America demanded justice. For example, three
women began what is known to be the Black Lives Matter
Movement in response to Zimmerman’s acquittal. Patrisse
Cullors reflects on the exact moments that took place to form the
hashtag #BLM in her letter to society after the 6-year
anniversary of the movement. Patrisse says that “when I saw
the phrase Black Lives Matter spelled out by Alicia Garza in a
love letter towards Black people – I decided to put a hashtag on it.” The three women
co-founders “created #BlackLivesMatter as an online community to help combat anti-Black
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racism across the globe.” The Black Lives Matter website deems the movement as an “ideological
and political intervention in a world where black lives are systematically and intentionally
targeted for demise.”
The movement grew gradually until 2014 when another black man, Mike Brown, was
murdered by a police officer in Ferguson, Missouri. On the Black Lives Matter website, Alicia
Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi (the three co-founders) “developed a plan of action to
head to the occupied territory [Ferguson, MO] to support our brothers and sisters. Over 600
people gathered. We made two commitments: to support the team on the ground in St. Louis, and
to go back home and do the work there.” The three women organized a Freedom Ride to
Ferguson to demand justice for Mike Brown. They wanted to combat the injustice facing black
lives in America. The website also states that “it became clear that we needed to continue
organizing and building Black power across the country. People were hungry to galvanize their
communities to end state-sanctioned violence against Black people.” Alicia, Patrisse, and Opal
expanded the movement into a network that has now taken control of several social media
platforms. The movement not only takes actions against injustices such as the murder of George
Floyd but also educates people on how they should approach solving the problem.
Although the movement primarily focuses on the injustices done towards people of color, the
movement also supports women, the LGBTQ+ community, and intergenerational collaboration.
On the #BlackLivesMatter website, the movement is said to “build a space that affirms Black
women and is free from sexism, misogyny, and environments in which men are centered.” The
movement also “makes space for transgender brothers and sisters to participate and lead.” Black
Lives Matter encourages acceptance and support for all minorities, however, it focuses on the
black community. The origin of the movement stems from racial injustice towards Trayvon
Martin, but racial injustice has plagued this country for centuries. There are stories not published
about police brutality and violence against black people. The #BlackLivesMatter movement is
meant to expose America’s dark side and find ways to combat it.
The #BLM movement is rooted in America’s fight against
racism, specifically police brutality. However, the movement
was inspired by the racism black people have faced since
slavery began in the 17th century. The world has treated
black people with disrespect and cruelty for centuries, but
the Black Lives Matter Movement means to change that.
The movement is global; for example, statutes of slave
traders in the UK were taken down last week. The #BLM
Movement inspires people to question the racist system of
oppression. The murder of Trayvon Martin began a
movement that demanded equality and justice for black
Americans.
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Racist v. Anti-Racist
Paige Melinauskas (‘21)
Recently, the Black Lives Matter Movement has quickly come into the forefront of
everyone's social media, news, and minds. Many people who consider this issue of importance
have been sharing social media posts, protesting, signing petitions, sending emails, donating,
having conversations, and taking other actions as well. While these are all very important to the
movement, they are individualistic approaches. In order to make changes to our society and to
ensure that these individualistic acts of activism maintain their importance forever, we all need to
come together and re-evaluate our norms as a society.
It seems the most simple solution to racism is to just not be racist, but that is incorrect.
In order to permanently eradicate racism from our society and institutions, we have to be actively
anti-racist, not just non-racist. The definition of racism is “a belief that race is the primary
determinant of human traits and capacities and that racial differences produce an inherent
superiority of a particular race,” (Merriam-Webster Dictionary). By simply being non-racist, that
means you are not actively expressing that your race is superior to the races of others, but you
are covertly allowing the pre-existing systemic racism to continue to play such a large role in our
society. Being non-racist is a bad thing; if we want permanent, lasting changes to be made to our
racially unjust society, we must overtly act in anti-racist ways. If you truly feel strongly that
change needs to happen, you need to be the one enacting the change. Everyone has the ability to
share their ideas with their family, neighbors, friends, classmates, coworkers, people they
interact with, and anyone else who is involved in their lives. By having the tough conversations
with the people they interact with, they can help them see what changes need to be made and
how to do so. They can then spread their ideas to the people they interact with, which in turn
sparks change in many different communities.
Ibram X. Kendi, a professor and the director of the Antiracist Research and Policy
Center at American University, says that “to be anti-racist is to admit when we’re being racist.”
In many situations, people do not realize that supporting large corporations and systems that are
explicitly racist towards employees, customers, or any other person for that matter contributes to
the racism that is so prevalent in our society today. Before, I never considered the values that a
company may hold when I shopped because my race has never been oppressed in the awful ways
that other races have. By shopping at companies that support racism, I am being indirectly racist.
Moving forward, I am going to educate myself on the beliefs of the places in which I shop at and
support through my purchases.
The biggest thing that my privilege has allowed me to do is learn about racism rather
than experience it first hand. My new knowledge of how much my privilege has done for me in
my life is teaching me so many different ways in which I can help those who do not have the
same proivileges I do. Some ways in which many of us can use the privileges we may have is to
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support black-owned businesses or small businesses in general rather than large corporations. My
privilege has also allowed me to be able to donate to different organizations in order to contribute
directly to the Black Lives Matter Movement, and if you have the means to, I encourage you to
do so as well. To end racism, we must act in anti-racist ways in order to permanently put a stop
to the oppression of oppressed races. We cannot simply be non-racist and allow other people to
fight these battles because it does not specifically apply to us. It starts with voicing our opinions
and challenging others to question the systematically racist ideas people of color have lived with
for so long. Hopefully, we will have a community made up of anti-racist individuals all working
together to permanently end the oppression of people of color.

Looting: A Battle During the War or Solely
for Personal Gain?
Kate Newton (‘22)
To begin, I understand that I will never understand, however, I stand with Black
Americans. With that being said, I wholeheartedly believe that Black lives matter, and it seems
insane to me that for some strange reason, there are people that refuse to accept that. Since the
tragic murder of George Floyd on May 25th, the world has been shaken to its core by powerful
protests, strikes, riots, and looting as a response to yet another death of a Black American at the
hands of a police officer. The bottled-up anger and pain of previous murders are fueling the
current battle America is facing in whether or not Black lives truly matter. While most energy
during this movement is indeed very peaceful, including many of the protests I have attended,
there have also been some not so peaceful ways of demanding change. Our country is hurt and
has been hurt for a long time, after repeatedly losing precious members of this country, we are
left feeling angry, sad, and even disappointed. When there is anger and sadness surrounding a
situation, people tend to also feel vengeful. Those who have a voice and do not use it to help their
country creates a passion to take something back in exchange for what was lost. From all these
feelings, communities across the country have been vulnerable to looters and destruction
resulting from the Black Lives Matter movement.
There are people in both our community and communities around the country that
want to fight back for the pain and death that is repeatedly brought upon Black Americans. A
common response has been looting, and although the news and media have displayed looters as
all being bad, I honestly see two sides to the story. One side of the story is looters purposefully
causing destruction and burning down buildings for kicks. This side is taking advantage of the
situation and looting cars and businesses, and overall just stealing items because they can get
away with it. Unfortunately, the media has really only shown those looting for personal gain and
who probably do not affiliate themselves with the Black Lives Matter movement. Yet as I said, I
see two sides of the story, and this other side is trying to draw attention to the Black Lives
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Matter movement through action that will catch the public’s eye. This side is made up of people
who have fought for Black lives to matter for a very long time. They are doing it to call attention
to the protests and to fight back against the system that has wronged Black Americans for too
long.
Over the past few weeks, I have grown scared of the police and I do think I was lucky enough
to get an opinion on looting from detective Josh Russell of the Menlo Park Police Department.
Born and raised in Menlo Park, and a graduate from Menlo-Atherton High School, Josh Russell
has been working with the M.P.P.D. for 14 years. He mentioned that “since almost every public
demonstration involves costs, we can view it as an investment, one that we want to have
pay-off”. This perfectly sums up why a lot of people are looting and protesting. They’re investing
their time and hope so that someday soon their hard work and commitment will have paid off.
Hopefully our country can change and truly accept that Black lives matter because they do
matter and everyone needs to see that.
Still, you might be thinking, ‘isn’t looting and
destruction a problem that we need to end?’.
The reason looting and destruction of
properties are happening is due to the people
feeling angry and frustrated because Black
lives don’t seem to matter to many American
police officers. This needs to be fixed because
Black lives truly do need to matter, and if you
don’t believe that, then you should not have a
gun and a badge. Once people accept that
Black lives matter, then let’s see if there’s
looting, and if there still is, then let’s see if there is a deeper problem behind that. As some of the
lootings that have happened are a result of personal gain, detective Russell believes that
“destruction caused to property owned by small businesses or individual property owners is not
acceptable,” and in his opinion, the damage to small companies or homes is morally wrong. I
agree with this belief that those lootings are problematic. However, the looting of public property
or bigger business is being used to call people’s attention. Of course there are other ways to shine
the spotlight on a movement, but, I do not see the lootings of bigger businesses that are not using
their platform to speak out as morally wrong. On the other hand, if looting or destruction is
brought upon a small business or someone’s home, then that is more for personal gain.
Lastly, while being on the topic of damage done to public property, I would like to call
attention to an influencer in many of our lives. This influencer was a man who caused destruction
and damage to a public place when bad things were happening, and his name is Jesus Christ. One
morning when Jesus walked into the temple of God, everyone was using the temple for greed and
personal gain, and not surprisingly, these actions that took place in a holy place angered him. As
a result, Jesus “drove out all those engaged in selling and buying there. He overturned the tables
of the money-changers and the seats of those who were selling doves. And he said to them, ‘It is
written: ‘My house shall be a house of prayer, but you are making it a den of thieves.’” (Matthew
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21:12-13). Although this passage is titled The Cleansing of the Temple, Jesus is angry and
frustrated with the injustice happening before God, so he brings destruction upon the ‘den of
thieves’ to hopefully end their ways. By taking this perspective when looking at the past and
present Black Lives Matter protests, it can be seen that the destruction and looting done by those
sided with the Black Lives Matter movement are solely attempting to cleanse their country of the
ongoing bigotry. This country should be a place of love, community, and life, but there are still
people that are bringing death, and to that, we deserve to be able to fight back and demand to be
paid back with real change. Unfortunately, our country’s politicians and police officers have
waited too long to take the whispers of American citizens into consideration, so now they’re
going to have to listen to our screams.

Take To The Streets!
Ilaria Freccia (‘22)
One of the unique things about America, amongst others
both good and bad, is our First Amendment, which includes the
important protections of freedom of speech and of public assembly.
This amendment allows us to not only speak up against our
government but to legally take to the streets and protest injustice.
Despite these constitutional allowances, in some cases, legal action
is taken against protestors. Especially during the Black Lives
Matter protests, we have seen this in the form of arrests, national
guard and military involvement, and physical altercations between
protestors and the police. We’ve seen the media focus on lootings,
and we have watched footage and heard stories of police and
national guard members firing on peaceful protestors with tear gas and rubber bullets, which are
weapons that are illegal in actual wars. There have also been many peaceful protests locally,
nationally, and globally. Ultimately, no matter the manner that the protests are conducted, they
are all contributing to the common goal of generating change against police brutality toward
black people.
In New York, on June 5, 2020 habeas corpus was suspended, which means that
people who are arrested no longer have the right to be tried in front of a judge. The last time
habeas corpus was suspended was under Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War. In response to
the riots and protests, President Trump also ordered the National Guard to retaliate, and he
tweeted “when the looting starts, the shooting starts” at protestors.
Despite the negatives and the harm done to protestors, there have also been many
good things that have come from them. Over the past few weeks, all 50 states and over 18
countries have participated in Black Lives Matter protests, making it the largest civil rights
movement in history. The movement has taken off globally, and now we are starting to see what
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is hopefully only the beginning of changes to the system. In Louisville, Kentucky, Breonna’s Law
was passed unanimously; this law bans no-knock warrants in honor of the death of Breonna
Taylor, a 26-year-old African-American emergency medical technician who was fatally shot in
her own apartment on March 13, 2020, when the LMPD executed a no-knock search warrant. In
Minneapolis, where the killing of George Floyd took place, the city has vowed to disband their
police department, and as a result of the protests, all the cops involved in his murder have been
charged. In addition to these changes, NYC and LA, two of the biggest cities in the country,
have vowed to cut funding for their police forces, and various other cities are set to ban police
chokeholds and reduce the police presence in schools.
These changes have been a long time coming, and are only happening now because of
the current global outcry against police brutality.. This burst of energy surrounding the
movement has drawn a universal amount of attention to this issue and led to major changes by
consumers and companies. CEOs are stepping down, and other companies are focusing on
rebranding and supporting black businesses. For example, Alexis Ohanian, founder and board
member of Reddit, stepped down from his position, requesting that the spot be filled by a black
person. This shows the value of perseverance. No matter how dangerous or scary the situation
is, it is important to march, protest, and get out there and keep on fighting because it works!
Change can be made, even big societal change if enough people speak up and continue to fight.

Pride and Black Lives Matter: Stonewall, Civil
Rights, & Intersectionality
Grace Duncanson (‘22)
With June being Pride month, it is important to discuss the LGBTQ+ community in the
context of Black Lives Matter and the global protests occurring against police violence. It might
seem difficult to talk about LGBTQ+ issues and pride while the Black Lives Matter protests are
happening without overshadowing the current movement; however, the two are inextricably
linked to each other, as seen throughout history.
In June and July of 1969, the Stonewall Riots
took place in Greenwich Village, NYC. These
were a series of riots by the gay community in
response to a police raid of the Stonewall Inn, a
popular spot for a lot of vulnerable people of color
and members of the gay community. At the time,
homosexuality was considered a mental disorder
and a “sociopathic personality disturbance”
according
to
the
American
Psychiatric
Association. Additionally, following WWII,
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LGBTQ+ people were widely considered un-American and emotionally unstable, posing a threat
to national security. The spontaneous riots at Stonewall were started by trans women of color,
most notably Marsha P. Johnson, a Black trans woman. All the leaders and participants were
diverse LGBTQ+ people fighting against the homophobia that permeated culture and
institutions.
Following these violent demonstrations in 1969,
the very first gay pride parades occurred in 1970
to mark the first year anniversary of Stonewall and
the riots. These marches paved the way for the gay
rights movement; we would not have the month of
June as pride month or huge worldwide pride
parades if it were not for the amazing, bold, and
important actions of Marsha P. Johnson, along
with all the other Black activists involved in the
Stonewall riots and in the movement as a whole.
The role of Black LGBTQ+ people during Stonewall shows that LGBTQ+ people today who
don’t support the Black Lives Matter movement and its protests/riots are contradicting their
history, failing to understand the intersectionality between the two communities and disregarding
the movement’s foundations.
Another aspect of history that illustrates the essential connection between Black liberation
and queer liberation is the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and 1970s. So many important
Black activists of this movement were part of the LGBTQ+ community, including Angela Davis,
Audre Lorde, Bayard Rustin, James Baldwin, and countless others. Some very current and
painful examples of these intersections are that, on May 3rd, 2020, Nina Pop, a Black trans
woman, was stabbed to death in Missouri, and Tony McDade, a Black trans man, was shot and
killed by police on May 27th, 2020, in Tallahassee. Furthermore, on June 3rd, 2020 in North
Carolina, police shot up a gay bar that was providing first aid and washing pepper spray and tear
gas out of Black Lives Matter protesters’ eyes. These horrible events, as well as many other
anti-Black and anti-LGBTQ+ incidents, show that LGBTQ+ pride cannot exist without
anti-racist activism and direct action by the gay community. Black LGBTQ+ activists paved the
way for the modern-day liberation of both communities, and they continue to do so in the ongoing
Black Lives Matter movement and LGBTQ+ rights movement. A major win for the LGBTQ+
community came out of the U.S. Supreme Court on June 15th, 2020, stemming from the decades
of action and advocacy by the aforementioned black activists. The Supreme Court ruled that Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination on account of sex in the
workplace, also protects LGBTQ+ employees from discrimination on the basis of their sex and
sexual orientation. It is absolutely imperative to recognize the intersectionality between these two
movements and identities because as the amazing Marsha P. Johnson said, there can be “no pride
for some of us without liberation for all of us.”
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The Road to Reform
Dorreen Darya-Bari (‘21)
Following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, popular unrest has sparked international
Black Lives Matter protests, calls to defund the police, and pushes towards legislation that would
address racial inequalities in the legal system. Derek Chauvin, the former police officer charged
with Floyd’s death, was fired from his job, and after numerous calls for justice, Chauvin was
charged with second-degree murder. Thomas Lane, J. Kueng, and Tou Thao – the bystanding
officers – were accused of and charged for aiding Chauvin’s actions. In addition, the Minneapolis
City Council banned choke holds and neck restraints after 10 days of protests and pressure from
the public. Other places like Dallas, New Jersey, and Maryland are also reviewing police force
guidelines. Demonstrators have been calling for reduced police funding; as a result, New York
City Mayor Bill de Blasio vowed to cut the NYPD’s $6 billion budget and reallocate funds to
social services that invest in communities impacted by police violence.
The Justice in Policing Act of 2020 contains a number of measures that make it easier to
prosecute police misconduct and demilitarize police departments around the country. For
example, the act would prohibit the use of choke-holds, ban certain no-knock warrants, lynching,
require body cameras, and create a national registry to track police misconduct and prevent
officers from being rehired at other police departments. Thus, the legislation was created to
establish federal guidelines for policing reform rather than defunding police departments. All in
all, the bill’s main goal is to end qualified immunity – a legal issue which allows government
officials to avoid accountability for misconduct. Since the police are not held accountable for their
misconduct, especially for their violence against minorities, they begin to undermine public safety
and the entire justice system. In the past couple of weeks, protestors have been beaten up,
tear-gassed, arrested, and shot with rubber bullets. In addition, arrested protestors have not been
treated with the due process of the law. Police officers have not been reading protestors their
rights or letting them know where they are being taken once arrested. In some cases, police
officers have arrested protestors and then dumped them in random locations with no way of
getting back to their homes. Although the protestors could sue their police departments, none of
the officers will be held accountable because of the “qualified immunity” loophole. Unfortunately,
Attorney General William Barr claims that there is no need to
“reduce immunity to go after the bad cops” and that the
Trump administration would not be supportive of the reform
bill either. As a result, the partisan split is slowing the federal
legislation from being passed.
Lastly, the recent protests of the BLM movement have forced
a confrontation of the brutal colonial histories of nations
around the world. Statues of former leaders and public figures
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that upheld racist ideals are being re-evaluated. Protesters and public officials are demanding the
removal of any public statues or monuments perceived to be symbols of racism in the United
States. Such monuments include the Robert E Lee statue (Montgomery, AL), Appomattox statue
(Alexandria, VA), and the Confederate monument (Indianapolis, IN). In the United Kingdom, a
statue of 17th century slave trader Edward Colston was thrown to the ground and dumped into
Bristol Harbour. In Belgium, a statue of King Leopold II – a terroristic colonial ruler who
mutilated 10 million Congolese slaves on rubber plantations – has been removed from public
display.
Clearly, our words and actions have positively impacted the Black community in their fight
for justice, so we must continue!
Take immediate action by signing petitions and emailing representatives (ex: Justice
for George Floyd, R
 eallocate Police Budgets, P
 etition the White House, etc)
The killings of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor will not be the last if we do not
demand change from the U.S. criminal justice system. Please continue to educate yourself about
anti-racism by reading books, watching movies, and listening to podcasts. Use these links for
specific resources: Anti-racism Resources, Ways to Help, and Basic Guide to Why BLM is
Needed.
“This is what we’re about: We plant the seeds that will one day grow.” — Oscar Romero
Contributors: Sofie Wheeler (‘21), Samantha Campos (‘21), Dorreen Darya-Bari (‘21), Kate
Newton (‘22), Paige Melinauskas ('21), Ilaria Freccia (‘22), Grace Duncanson (‘22), Georgia
Butler (‘21)
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