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THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
(Shortened) Week Before the Break: March 29th to March 31st

March 29th
● In 1867, baseball legend Cy Young was born in Ohio. Known for one of the earliest

perfect games in American baseball history in 1904 and having a record of 511 career
wins, Young’s career helped make baseball the modern sport that we know today.

● In 1974, the Terracotta Army was discovered in China. The Terracotta Army is an
assortment of thousands of clay sculptures of soldiers and horses adorning the tomb of
the first emperor of China, Qin Shi Huang.

● In 1974, Mariner 10 reached Mercury and became the first spacecraft to visit the smallest
planet in the Solar System.

March 30th
● In 1853, renowned and influential Dutch painter Vincent Van Gogh was born in the

Netherlands. He is remembered for works such as Bedroom in Arles, The Starry Night,
and Wheatfield with Crows.

● In 1867, Secretary of State William Seward purchased the Territory of Alaska from the
Russian Empire for $7.2 million dollars (approximately $128 million in 2021). Despite
being called “Seward’s Folly” by critics, gold would be discovered in the Klondike in
1898 which would begin one of the most famous gold discoveries in American history.

● In 1981, President Ronald Reagan survived an assassination attempt outside the
Washington D.C. Hilton Hotel. While two people, a Secret Service agent and policeman,
recover from their injuries, White House Press Secretary James Brady was partially
paralyzed as a result of permanent brain damage as a result of his injuries. Brady became
a staunch advocate for gun control until his death in 2014 as a result of his wounds from
the assassination attempt.

March 31st
● In 1596, René Descartes, the famed mathematician and philosopher, was born in France.

A key figure of the Scientific Revolution, he is also known as the namesake of the
Cartesian Coordinate System and for the quote “I think, therefore I am.”

● In 1776, in the midst of the American Revolution, future First Lady Abigail Adams wrote
a letter to her husband John Adams urging him and his associates to “remember the
ladies” when creating the United States. The Nineteenth Amendment, which gave women
the right to vote, was adopted in 1920 which was 144 years after Adams penned her
letter.

● In 1889, the Eiffel Tower was inaugurated and opened to the public in Paris, France for
the Paris International Exposition commemorating a hundred years after the French
Revolution. Initially despised by artists and the public for its design, it has become a
beloved and iconic symbol of Paris and French culture today.


