
Editorial: Kino Border Initiative
Op-Ed - Ryan Mo ‘20

Right around this time of year, the whole 
school would be collectively walking into Har-
man, greeted by service learning slides light-
ing up the projector. A line of nervous students 
gathered on the right, all recent participants 
of an immersion trip, quietly mumbling their 
speeches to themselves. This is the service im-
mersion assembly. 

While we students begrudgingly sit, rest-
lessly, knowing that these assemblies will al-
ways go a few minutes into our precious office 
hours, taking five minutes off of our leisure 
time to socialize and eat a bagel, these assem-
blies are far more meaningful than often ap-
preciated. They, if not convincing you to go on 
a service immersion trip yourself, often plant 
the seedlings of the “social awareness which 
impels action” that our education calls for.

However, this year we will have no such 
assembly. We will not be able to hear the heart-
warming, albeit sometimes cringe-worthy, 
speeches detailing a very meaningful time in 
a student’s life. So I will try to share some of 
my own story of my time on the Kino Immer-
sion Trip, with the hopes of sharing something 
meaningful during this unprecedented time, as 
well as raise awareness around the issues that 
immigrants are facing today.

Me and my fellow immersion-ers’ first 
image of the border came as soon as we ar-
rived in Nogales, Arizona. Walking down the 
main street of the melancholic downtown, we 
are dwarfed by the rusty brown pillars of the 
wall, running up into a towering dull grey bor-
der patrol office. A beaten, grimy white bus 
crawles past us towards the monolithic gate 
into Mexico. One by one, young men started 
climbing down the steep stairs of the vehicle. 
Brown men, borderline boys. Not one of them 
has a jacket, belt or shoelaces. As they scurry 
past, picking up their beige, camouflage bags 
along the way, they look forwards into No-
gales, Sonora, Mexico.

We later discovered that these young 
men had just been arrested by Border Patrol 
and Imigration and Customs Enforcement of-
ficers, and were being immediately deported 
back to Mexico with no means of communi-
cation or plan to return home. Their story is 
not unique, multiple of these buses stop by 
every day at many such entry points. This is 
for the majority of migrants seeking access to 
the United States face two options, either wait 
decades to be legally admitted, or enter illegal-

ly through the dangerous deserts of the south 
western border. 

The Kino Border Initiative is a Jesuit lead 
mission, working two-fold to help those very 

migrants safely enter into the United States. 
Their first goal is to provide humanitarian ser-
vices directly to those waiting in, or recently 
deported to Sonora. Among these are services 
such as housing, legal aid, and education. How-
ever, the foremost of these is the “Comedor,” or 
dining room in English. Soon to be transferred 
to a newer and larger facility, this one-kitch-
en operation serves up to 500 meals a day for 
all asylum seeking migrants. During breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner, the eight long wooden ta-
bles are packed shoulder to shoulder with im-
migrants of countless nationalities, all united 
by their desire to better the lives of their fami-
lies. The Comedor service is a vital service for 
the asylum seekers of Sonora who can’t afford 
a meal, as well as providing a sense of commu-
nity with each other, both major pieces in the 
mission of humanizing them.

The second goal of the KBI team is to col-
laborate with lawmakers and advocates to al-
ter the immigration policies that have strand-
ed over 60,000 people at the border. They do 
so through independent research, collabora-
tive research with other renowned advocacy 
groups, and educating the fifty four student 
groups they host a year, such as Sacred Heart’s 
own service immersion program. Through 
spreading first hand experiences, they aim to 
combat the laws and practices that cause the 
inhumane treatment of migrants.

One such piece of legislation is the “Re-
main in Mexico” policy. Amidst the constant 
bleak news headlines on our friend, COVID-19, 
this policy has been lost in the barrage. How-
ever, it was recently revived by the Supreme 
Court, after an appeals court blocked it on the 
grounds that it violated both federal law and 
international treaties. As part of President 
Donald Trump’s administration’s foreign pol-
icy, “Remain in Mexico” dictates that all asy-
lum seekers be deported to the Mexican side 
of the border until their trial date. Before be-
ing enacted in 2018, migrants seeking asylum 
were granted protection on United States’ soil 
until their trial date. Not only does the likeli-
hood of an asylum seeker from South America 
to be granted asylum extremely low, hovering 
around two percent, the wait time for just a tri-
al hearing can take anywhere from six months 
to several years, leaving many vulnerable to 
the very violence they are fleeing. This, along 

with a slew of other similar policies, block 
their rights to live a safe and prosperous life. A 
majority of whom are simply trying to reunite 
with aging family members or were once resi-
dents of the US themselves, not coming to steal 
jobs or bring gang violence and drugs across 
the border.

While there are very few students among 
us who can vote in the upcoming elections or 
directly impact the legal system, calling and 
writing to your state representative is a great 
way to get your voice heard. However, the very 
first step in reversing these actions is not to go 
straight to changing legislation, rather it is to 
build solidarity. Solidarity is a topic we hear 
too much about in our religious classes, and 
is often forgotten in the jumble of other infor-
mation we need to retain across seven classes. 
Nevertheless, building solidarity, or together-
ness with others, leads to empathy. And em-
pathy ultimately leads to the changes required 
to help those who need it. So when everything 
returns to normal, I highly encourage you to 
go on a service immersion trip. I know the 
prospect of such a trip doesn’t sound fun, nor 
will it be easy. However, what I experienced on 
my trip greatly complicated my understand-
ing of the world in the best way possible. The 
connections I formed were some of the most 
meaningful of my life. What follows is my fa-
vorite memory of those, one that I will never 
forget.

Na’ara, a shy girl about the age of a fifth 
grader, is a regular at the Comedor. She came 
with her family to escape the gang violence in 
Guatemala. I came to find out that it is a daily 
practice of her and her father, Manfredo, that 
they insist that they do the dishes, despite the 
many volunteers who could do it for them. I 
was incredibly touched by their astounding 
humility, and took every opportunity I could 
to help them and get to know them. I do not 
speak Spanish, and they do not speak English. 
However, during the few days I spent at the 
Comedor, I slowly came to know their story 
and laugh with them and love them. The little 
girl would always smile at me when she handed 
me dried dishes, and the father would explain 
to me as best he could how he was feeling that 
day. On our last day in Nogales, before I left, 
I mustered the little spanish I knew, “adios...
muchos gracias.” To which they gave me the 
biggest group hug and replied “no...thank you.” 

Students help prepare a meal in the Comedor.
Photo by Krista Hinton

SHP group poses in front of the wall.
Photo by Fr. Pete “Pancho” Nealy

A water drop for migrants in the desert.
Photo by Matthew Carroll
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AP Government Class Opens New Opportunities 
for Political Participation

News - Timothy Meneses ‘21

In our current political climate, the up-
coming election has caused the American 
population to exercise their voting rights and 
become active participants in the 2020 presi-
dential election. Many of our students in the 
AP Government and Politics class, taught by 
Mr. Smock and Ms. Williams, have performed 
deliberate efforts to educate our generation 
regarding the election process on campus. 
According to AP Government student Sofia 
Wheeler ‘21, these endeavors have been a part 
of a “civil action project which aimed to in-
crease [students’] involvement in the political 
sphere by engaging in different political cam-
paigns and events.”

On February 27th, Conor York ‘21, Isa-
bella Jordan ‘20, and Alexi Stavropoulous ‘20 
hosted their own caucuses on campus as a part 
of their mission to inform and educate our 
community members about the election pro-
cess. The Republican Caucus was held in the 
McGanney gym while the Democratic Caucus 
was held in the Practice Pavilion. In addition 
to running the trial caucus, informational ses-
sions were held and emails were sent to en-
lighten students who “don’t know a lot about 
politics or don’t feel confident enough to vote” 
said Isabella Jordan ‘20. Several Sacred Heart 
Students represented one of their party’s can-
didates by holding up their candidates’ name 
on a whiteboard and planting themselves 
around the gym. As mock voters entered the 
caucus, these advocates were responsible for 
attracting voters. Voters who were undecided 
stood in the middle of the room to signal that 
they had not discerned which candidate they 
aligned with most. After all voters had chosen 
a candidate to stand by, a delegate counted the 
number of voters per candidate and eliminated 
candidates with minimal voters. This process 
continued until a singular candidate received 
a majority vote. Commenting on the value of 
having a mock caucus, Conor York ‘21 believes 
it is important “to get an idea of which candi-
dates and policies were popular at SHP” and 
“to get [students] involved in civil discourse 
about politics as we don’t have those conversa-
tions too often”.

Later on March 3rd, Sofie Wheeler ‘21, 

Tiffany Sanchez ‘21, Caroline Box ‘21, and 
Lauren Hagerty ‘21 held a Super Tuesday 
watch party in the Homer cafeteria to observe 
the important political event. Super Tuesday is 
a crucial voting day where 30% of all the dele-
gates in the nation conduct their state’s prima-
ry or caucus. When asked about the success of 
the watch party, Sofie responded, “it was a fun 
way to get many people on campus engaged 
about politics. Many people showed up to the 
watch party. The crowd ranged from fresh-
men to seniors, boys and girls, Democrats and 
Republicans. It was very cool to get a bunch 
of people to watch the results and engage in 
interesting discussions about the candidates.” 
She also added, “since it was such a success I 
would consider organizing more events like 
this one.” Not only is Sacred Heart growing to 
become more politically active and engaged 
in our world’s problems, but also trying to be 
more balanced and considerate from mistakes 
made in the political sphere that have caused 
conflicts. 

With the recent pandemic of the corona-
virus, the upcoming election has become un-
orthodox in which advertising, debates, and 

voting will have to be conducted differently. 
Candidates have reduced travel to states and 
have dealt with an absence of crowds at po-
litical debates taking a toll on the progress of 
the political election. According to Mr. Smock, 
“one state just postponed their entire state pri-
mary so that’s pretty huge.” As a result of the 
presidential election possibly coming to a halt 
because of the coronavirus, our own political 
events on campus have stopped as well. 

The presidential election only occurs ev-
ery four years, and SHP has taken the special 
opportunity to engage students into our na-
tion’s politics through community wide activi-
ties. Mr. Smock also deduced that “the benefit 
is not just going to the students in our A.P. Gov 
classes; they are engaging the community as a 
whole through their projects which is height-
ening everyone’s attention on some really im-
portant questions and dynamics in our polit-
ical lives.” While this interruption has barred 
expectations for any future political events 
on campus this year until further notice, SHP 
wishes to continue these activities as they pro-
vide insight into the voting process and poli-
tics in general. 

Final results from the trial Democratic Caucus. 
Photo by Isabella Jordan ‘20
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Spring Dessert Recipe Ideas
Lifestyle - Selma O’Malley ‘22

Due to our current Coronavirus 
lockdown, all of us are spending a whole lot 
of time at home with nothing to do. If you 
feel the need to take a break from the piles of 
homework and can’t take any more walks, here 
are some fun and easy spring desserts you can 
make.

Cadbury Egg Trifle (10min)
Ingredients/Materials
12 cookies (i.e., Oreos)
4 cups of marshmallows
2 Tbsp of water
1 box of vanilla pudding mix
2 cups of milk
6 oz of chopped milk chocolate
Medium-sized bowl
Mixing bowl
Whisk
Glasses/sundae cups

Recipe 
- Microwave marshmallows in a medium-sized 
bowl with drizzled water on top for 1 min. 
- Whisk the melted marshmallows and water.
In a mixing bowl, beat the pudding mix and 
milk for two minutes and let it sit in the 
refrigerator. 
- Chop cookies into chunks and sprinkle onto 
the bottom of serving cups. Pour marshmallow 
mix over it and then the pudding, followed by 
a sprinkle of chocolate.

Strawberry Banana Ice Cream (5min)
Ingredients/Materials
4 frozen bananas
4 cups of frozen strawberries
2 Tbsp of sugar

Large bowl
Blender

Recipe 
- Toss sugar in with strawberries in a large 
bowl and microwave until the sugar dissolves.
- Blend bananas and strawberries for 3 min, 
making sure to stop to scrape the sides if it gets 
too thick or frozen. 

Lemon Bars (1hr 30min)
Ingredients/Materials
1 cups of flour
2 Tbsp of flour
½ cup of powdered sugar
2 Tbsp of powdered sugar
1 stick of melted unsalted butter
⅛ tsp of kosher salt
2 eggs
1 cup granulated sugar
¼ cup of lemon juice
1 zested lemon
9x9 inch pan
Baking spray
Parchment paper
Medium-sized bowl

Recipe 
- Preheat the oven to 350º. Spray pan with 
baking spray and line it with parchment paper.
- Mix 1 cup flour, ½ cup powdered sugar, 
butter, and salt with a fork. Cover pan with ½ 
inch high dough. Bake for 10 min.
- Whisk remaining flour, eggs, sugar, lemon 
juice, and lemon zest. Pour mixture onto crust 
when removed from oven. Bake again for 20-
25 min. Cool for 30.
- Cut into 16 squares and sprinkle remaining 

powdered sugar.

Raspberry Lemonade Pound Cake (1hr 45min)
Ingredients/Materials
3 cups granulated sugar
3 sticks room temp. butter 
¼ cup lemon zest
2 tsp lemon zest
5 eggs
¾ cups lemon juice
2 tsp lemon juice
3 cups flour
1 tsp kosher salt
2 tsp baking powder
12 oz raspberries
12 oz raspberries
2 cups powdered sugar
Bundt cake pan
Large bowl
Mixer

Recipe 
- Preheat the oven to 325º. Flour pan.
- Mix lemon zest and sugar in a large bowl. 
Add butter when thoroughly mixed, and then 
eggs, and finally salt and baking powder. Add 
flour 1 cup at a time and ½ cup of lemon juice. 
Add 6 raspberries. Stir together. Pour batter 
onto pan.
- Sprinkle 6 raspberries over batter. Tap the 
pan on the counter to release the air bubble. 
Bake 1 hr 15 min and cool for 20 min. Flip cake 
onto plate. 
- To make glaze, beat remaining sugar, lemon 
zest, and lemon juice. Add 10-12 raspberries. 
Drizzle over cake. Add extra raspberries on 
top.

Play in a Day!
A&A - Billy Thompson ‘22 & Shahnawaz Syed ‘22

An annual event at SHP, this year’s Play 
in a Day took place on March 7th, led by pro-
ducers Huck Barry and Colleen Tanona. For 
those who are not 
aware, Play in a Day 
is a production where 
the theme of the play 
is not revealed until 
a day before it is put 
on, setting up for just 
hours of rushed prepa-
ration for the show. 
This year, the theme 
was “the most bor-
ing day ever”. The two 
plays put on were “Not 
Fit to Print”, written 
by Bennet Kruse, Lau-
ren Roque, and Finn 
Roblin and “This Day 
in History”, written 
by Ciara Moses, Axel 
deVernou, Anne-So-
phie Lacombe, and Mr. 
Moffat. 

Although this 
year’s plays themselves 
did not disappoint, major changes have been 
made to the tradition that has made Play in a 

Day so special. Previous to this year, writers 
would come together at 7 PM on Friday to start 
writing the play and begin their 24-hour jour-

ney to create a full production. However, this 
tradition was changed this year as the writers 

meet at noon on Friday, work until midnight, 
and resume work at 7 AM the next morning. 
Many producers, writers, and actors feel as 

though this takes away 
from the full theatri-
cal experience that the 
Play in a Day provides. 
When asked about this 
decision, Senior Ciara 
Moses said “I think it 
made us more produc-
tive, but it really de-
tracted from the expe-
rience of being able to 
hand the script to the 
directors and get de-
lirious writing at night 
which can be funny.” 
Despite the last minute 
change in the schedule, 
both plays still exceed-
ed expectations of the 
audience and were ex-
tremely impressive as 
always. Being a part of 
something so unique is 
a great experience, and 

everyone should participate in Play in a Day at 
least once in their time at SHP!

From left to Right, Ian Cardamone ‘21, Finley Heinzen ‘23, 
Stella Parker ‘23, Riley Minkowski ‘22 perform in “Not Fit to Print”.

Photo by Shahnawaz Syed ‘22
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Haikus from the Quarantine
Backpage - Bennet Kruse ‘21

picking up new skills.
maybe I should make Haikus?
I’m gonna pop off.

my sister is home. 
I hate you. clean the dishes. 
do your part for once.

sitting here on zoom,
taking a virtual class.
dance class in my bed.

it’s only day 9.
should I dye my hair? no, sir.
i should cut my bangs

i’m mad. my sister.
she ate my Cocoa Krispies.
my name was on it.

alright, delete it.
until tomorrow, my ass.
it IS tomorrow.

this is really dumb.
don’t write poems when you’re bored. 
I have given up.
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Editorial Staff

Across:
2 - People are cutting their own ____ during 
lockdown, and it’s not good 
6 - The famous US evangelical university that 
recently re-opened amid the ‘rona pandemic 
despite significant pushback 
8 - The company whose stock rose 240% be-
cause people mistook it for Zoom Video 
9 - The number of hours that a California 
dance teacher played Just Dance for, setting the 
world record 
11 - Police dumped this into the Blue Lagoon 
in England to stop instagrammers from coming 
to take photos 
12 - The clouds in this recent daily drop look 
like this animal

Down:
1 - A New York donut shop is selling donuts with this infectious disease 
specialists’ face on them 
3 - The department store shifting production to sew more than 100,000 
masks for healthcare workers 
4 - First Southern state to mandate 100% clean power by 2050 
5 - Vacuum inventor who created a new ventilator in just 10 days to help 
Coronavirus patients 
7 - A recent instagram hashtag that resulted in people posting old photos 
that no one wanted to see for one day 
10 - Democratic presidential candidate who still hasn’t dropped out for 
some reason


